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of local victories during the final phase of the campaign, which was fought on French soil. Some appearance of diplomatic unity was restored after the arrival on the Continent, early in 1814, of Viscount Castlereagh, the British minister of foreign affairs. The Treaty of Chaumont (dated March 1 but actually signed on March 9, 1814, N.S.), which established the Quadruple Alliance, bound Great Britain, Russia, Prussia, and Austria not to conclude a separate peace with Napoleon. The provisions concerning postwar territorial settlements did not include Poland.
General war-weariness in France was probably the decisive factor in Napoleon's impending doom. Alexander, informed of France's desperate plight by Talleyrand, with whom he carried on a secret correspondence, and learning of it from other sources, succeeded in overcoming the reluctance of Schwarzenberg to press an immediate advance on Paris. The progress of the allied armies was favored by the defection of French commanders; Paris capitulated, and on March 31, N.S., Alexander, accompanied by Frederick William, made a triumphal entry into the French capital. Emperor Francis and Castlereagh choosing, for reasons of their own, to remain in the background, Alexander assumed the leading role not only in framing the Treaty of Fontainebleau (April 11,1814, N.S.), by which Napoleon abdicated the throne of France and became the sovereign of Elba, but also in establishing the first Peace of Paris (May 30,1814, N.S.), which terminated war with France. The relatively generous and liberal character of these treaties was a tribute to Alexander's determination and singleness of purpose, for his program was opposed by the Prussians and received only half-hearted support from Castlereagh. The tsar, however, made a major concession to the wishes of his allies when he reluctantly agreed to the restoration of the Bourbons. He had other candidates for the French throne, and had even gone so far as to consider establishing a republic in France. The acceptance by the other Powers of the provision that Louis XVIII should return to Paris as a constitutional and not as an absolute monarch made Alexander's capitulation somewhat more palatable for him. The influence of Talleyrand, in whose house in rue Saint-Florentin Alexander resided during his stay in Paris, was instrumental in the tsar's unwilling conversion to legiti-mism and in determining his general pro-French attitude.
The stupendous task of rebuilding a new European order out of the fragments of the Napoleonic empire devolved upon the Congress of